
August 17, 2015 
Violence 

“Lateral violence is displaced violence directed against 
one's peers rather than one's true adversaries. This 
construct is used often in explaining minority-on-minority 
violence in developed nations. Members of low-status 
ethnic minority groups face greater stresses.” 

No place is there more violence in the community than on the rez. Any rez. Just 
about every rez.  

Here’s what we see: young girls beating the crap out of each other, one on one or a 
gang up on one, in school or at an event, typically over some guy, and the guy is 
never worth it, either way.  

Young men attacking each other, bullying others in the school.  Fights breaking out at 
parties. Parties where there’s a lot of underage drinking and a mix of adults and 
young people that is, frankly, a recipe for every kind of problem you can think of.  

We see that and we’ll call it OUTWARD VIOLENCE because it is the violence we see 
in public. Or it gets reported in public. But it too, is Lateral violence. We should know 
what it is that we are looking at, seeing or what it is that is being reported to us, 
poorly as it is.  

We hear about violence in the home. Children, spouses being beaten, raped. We 
suspect when we see the bruises that is what is going on. Chances are, we are right. 
There is a lot of violence in a lot of homes.  

That’s what is called It’s usually the more hidden kind.  But we know it exists. We 
blame drugs, alcohol and ‘bad choices’.  The woman made a ‘bad choice’ by being 
with a violent partner, and not leaving him (nowhere to go, no way to survive, but let’s 
just say it’s her ‘choice’ even though no options are available).  

We are informed by media of beatings and murders, and we see their faces…A lot of 
them, both victim and attacker, are Indians. We get a sense that violence is a ‘chosen 
way of life’.    

Frankly, our prison population is filling up with a hugely disproportionate number of 
Indians as opposed to other races.  

But we never ask why. We assume, from all that we have been informed about, that 
they ‘choose to be violent’. We assume they ‘made bad choices’ and of course, this is 
all their fault.  They are the bad guys, those outwardly violent types. And they are.  

They are bad guys. But they are not the worst bad guys. The worst bad guys are the 
cause of all this violence.  They perpetuate it and they remain without consequences. 
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They are the bringers of the violence; they profit from the violence; they gain political 
power from the violence; and our government system protects them from the 
consequences of their actions against their own people, giving those who suffer from 
the violence, no way out. There is no refuge, and there is no part of the system that 
will protect them.  

When the Tribal Police themselves are often the ones raping and abusing, and the 
Tribal Councilors are rapists or related to rapists, and it is the Tribal Chair that 
appoints the Tribal Judges, the system is rigged to fail the victims, regardless of how 
young or how old.  

Corruption is carried on blatantly, openly and the evidence is so conspicuous, it 
becomes comical, for instance, when our tax dollars put millions of dollars into 
housing on one rez, and 90% of the people on that rez continue to live in dilapidated 
squalor that would rival Haiti’s poorest –AFTER the quake, and yet these fine 
Senators ignore the obvious ‘failure’ and they conspire to add more millions of dollars 
into the “programs that are desperately needed”, without ever once putting in place a 
single check or balance that would dissuade embezzlers from waltzing off with the 
cash.  

Living in squalor is a form of violence in itself. Nobody ‘chooses’ to live in squalor. 
They choose to survive it.  Poor or no education is a form of abuse/violence of the 
economic sort.  Racism is an attack against the dignity of another. That is violence.  

Fill a community with violence at all levels; poverty, corruption, abuse, neglect, 
addiction, alcoholism, futility; all violence leading to more violence. It’s a cumulative, 
aggressive, destructive, constant. It creates rage.  Only Justice can reduce the cycle. 
But that’s the one thing they all dance around.  

To keep us ‘infotained’, media feeds us Sioux Logo, Redskins Logo racism as if that 
is the burning issue in Indian Country. Seriously. Like none of this other stuff exists?  

Children who are raped and abused and who are then punished by the system or 
ignored by the system when they disclose it, have nowhere to go with their anger and 
pain. It grows in them. It becomes the seeds of more violence as they get older.  

There is no help for them. They are used as “Poster Children” so politicians can get a 
whole “lotta dollahs” into their charities, which they self promote themselves as 
‘saving children’ when in fact, they save no one because they ignore the corruption 
that creates the ‘need’ in the first place. In fact, they chum around with many of the 
offenders, and speak highly of them in public speeches, because even though 
everyone in that tribe knows he’s a sack of crap, none of the good white folk in TV 
Land have a clue and they get the impression that these politicians who are self-
promoting and saying all these sound-byte speeches that make the 6:00 O’Clock 
news, are “really trying to help those poor people who ‘can’t/won’t’ help themselves”.. 
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We wait until those children who have nowhere to turn, and who suffer indignities 
every day; who suffer and who witness violence at a level you and I cannot imagine 
in our worst nightmares, and for whom there is no Justice because the system 
doesn’t want to hear about it because it would severely alter their ‘impressions of 
their political heroes’, become violent themselves.  

When they do, we are witness to the end result and we condemn them for it. But we 
never question the circumstances that created them into that ‘monster’ who did that 
terrible thing, that time… 

We never question our Senators who steal lands and sacred sites from the tribes to 
gift to their political allies and cronies who then mine them, log them, destroy them 
and the environment, leaving piles of radiation, sludge, or worse flowing into the 
rivers, aquifers and streams that make it toxic for those who would otherwise swim or 
fish in those waters.  The wild life that they would hunt, to feed their families, 
becomes sickly, scarce and unhealthy.  

They have to rely on government handouts to live (most do) because unemployment 
is dependent on nepotism/favoritism and unemployment is 50-80% on reservations.  

Without a car and without property as collateral, there is nowhere for anyone caught 
in that cycle, to go.  

Education is pathetic. Kids are hungry, abused, acting out in classes. Teachers either 
don’t care or the ones that do are quickly put in their place so they can change 
nothing.  

Some kids do manage to get an education and to escape the cycle… but that 
violence will always be in them, waiting to bloom. It affects their employment, social 
interactions and relationships.   

Corruption, abuse, and the systematic support for those who create the violence 
upon the community, and the level of injustice that is rampant on the rez, breeds 
futility into the hearts and minds of everyone that lives there.  

Those who work at jobs outside of the rez have to put up with the racism that comes 
from a general public that was never, for all our generations existing on this land, 
taught ‘True History’.  The Indian is assumed to be lesser qualified, lesser able, and 
somehow, a ‘token’ employee in many cases.  

People feel free to use racist terms talking to or about Indians.  The fact that our 
history has been taught so wrongly for so longly (sorry, had to) has created an even 
greater chasm between “us and them”.   

So, it is easy to think that they ‘choose’ addictions, alcoholism, violence. WE have 
choices and we don’t live that way because we made ‘good’ or ‘right’ choices.  
Clearly, they made all the ‘wrong’ choices.  
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Listen up, Buttercup, you are not looking at people who made the wrong choices, you 
are looking at people who have suffered generational PTSD, lateral violence and a 
system so corrupt it will stun you when you actually look into it, and worse when you 
see who is behind it.  

Yes, those who are violent and commit crimes need to be locked up. We have failed 
them and there is nothing more we can do. But if you ask me, we are locking up all 
the wrong Indians.  The ones we need to lock up first and for the longest should be 
those who have created the violence, perpetuated the violence, profited from the 
violence and corruption.  And along with them, their accessories: Every Senator, 
Representative, Attorney General, State Attorney General, Sheriff, Agency Head who 
has covered up their crimes… all of them who have conspired to silence the victims 
need to be arrested and charged with crimes ranging from abuse and corruption to 
rape and conspiracy to Human Trafficking…  

When we see the violence erupt, individuals committing crimes and getting busted, 
we blame them individually for their violence. But seriously, it’s been a collective 
endeavor, from the time they were babies. Hardly seems ‘fair’ does it?  

When you start locking up the REAL BAD GUYS, the rez will begin to heal.  

But as long as all that is being done is files shredded to cover crimes against 
children, and more money thrown directly into the pockets of those who create, 
perpetuate and profit from the crimes, it will only continue to get worse.  

The rez has a lot of violence. A lot of lateral violence, and it has to be brought out and 
dealt with, and that means that the root causes have to be made known.  The shame 
should not be upon those who inherit the legacy of violence, but in those who protect 
the offenders, the worst of which are the wealthiest, the most politically powerful and 
the system they have designed which gives the victims no options and no healthy 
ways to cope with the pain they have witnessed and endured. 

The violence you see today, the mug shot on the TV or in the newspaper, is the Bad 
Guy, but not the Worst Bad Guy. They are only the outcome of a system built on 
violence, sustained by corruption and injustice.  

The more Justice, the less violence; That simple.  

End the violence.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


